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Go all our readers we extend best wishes for a happy Christmas 
season 


@} EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS }© 


| THE PROBLEM OF PRIESTS 


“TT HOSE wanting accurate, first-hand 
4 information about priests and ‘‘ex- 
‘priests,’’ will find articles of particular 
' interest in this issue of THe ConvERTED 
| Catnoiic Macazine. 


"POPE'S DIPLOMAT IN TOKYO 


ie at the pope’s acceptance 
#4 last May of General Ken Harada 
| as Japanese ambassador to the Vatican 
Tobscured the ominous significance of 
"the corresponding appointment of 
|Archbishop Paul Morella as papal dip- 
Momat to Tokyo. In fact, the concern of 
‘Both the British and United States gov- 
’rmments at that time was not so much 
it Harada’s acceptance by the Vatican, 
ut rather at the appointment as the 
e’s agent in Tokyo of Archbishop 

ella, who for years had acted at 
ashington as the Vatican’s special 
bserver. In this capacity, Msgr. Mar- 


® 


ella made regular reports to Rome in- 
dependently of those sent by the Apos- 
tolic Delegate with whom he resided. 


These reports were by no means con- 
fined to church business. Political mat- 
ters of incaleulable value now to Japan 
and other Axis governments would 
have been noted and transmitted to the 
Vatican. Marella, a native Roman 
priest-lawyer, is well known as active 
and extremely ambitious in political 
and diplomatic affairs. 


(t is easy to see, therefore, how much 
worry this caused at Washington and 
London. Marella’s reports, as well as 
his private consultations now with 
Hirohito’s men in Tokyo, would be a 
great help to Japan and the Axis as a 
whole. It is also possible for Marella in 
Japan to correspond still with isola- 
tionist cliques in this country by way 
of the Vatican’s uncensored mail 
pouches. Added irritation in London 
and Washington at that time is now 
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known to have been caused by the 
knowledge that the whole arrangement 
between the Vatican and Tokyo was 
made under pressure of Italy and Ger- 
many. 


or Oo 


ECHO OF FATHER CHINIQUY 


HE DEATH on September 28 in 

Montreal of Chief Justice A. A. E. 
Greenshields of the Province of Quebec, 
Canada, gave occasion to the news- 
papers to recall one of the most famous 
court cases decided by him in his long 
and eventful career. It was the case 
of libel action brought by Mrs. Rebecca 
Morin, wife of Professor Morin of Me- 
Gill Universit@and daughter of Father 
Charles Chiniquy, against the Catholic 
newspaper La Croix of Montreal, for 
stating that her father had not been 
legally married to her mother because 
he had been a Roman Catholic priest. 
La Croix actually stated that her moth- 
er was merely Chiniquy’s ‘‘ concubine. ”’ 


Recalling Justice Greenshields’ many 
**eauses celébres,’’ the New York Times 
of September 29, 1942, recounts the 
Chiniquy case as follows: 

“One of them was a libel action brought 
by Mme. Rebecca Morin against La Croix, 
a Catholic newspaper, for stating that her 
father, the one-time Rev. Charles Chin- 
iquy, had not been legally married be- 
cause he had been a Catholic priest and 


had taken the vow of chastity. His lord- 
ship found for the plaintiff.” 


Damages amounting to $3,000 were 
awarded to Mrs. Morin and the name 
and reputation of her father and moth- 
er were publicly upheld. But it is still 
held and taught by the Roman Catholic 
church that a priest cannot legally mar- 
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ry and that children of such a marriage 
are illigitimate. 


We are grateful for the Times’ repe- 
tition of this vindication of Father 
Chiniquy’s marriage by a fearless Ca- 
nadian judge. It will rejoice the hearts 
of the wives and children of the many 
priests who have asserted their right to 
marriage like other men and who trust 
the principles of democratic govern- 
ment to help them sustain that right. 


--Or- 


PITY THE POOR IRISH 


LAME for the hatred and terrorist 

acts of the Irish against British 
and American troops in Northern Ire- 
land cannot be laid on the Irish people 
themselves. Priest-ridden as they al- 
ways have been, the people of Ireland 
ean only be expected to follow the in- 
structions and incitements of their 
church leaders. 


Public incitement to further acts of 
such terrorism was contained in the de- 
elaration of Cardinal MacRory, Arch- 
bishop of Armagh and presiding Cath- 
olie prelate of ‘‘all Ireland,’’ on Sep- 
tember 26 last, when he bitterly assailed 
the presence of British and American 
soldiers in Ulster. Addressing a public 
meeting at Cavan, he declared : 

“When I think of my own corner of 

my country overrun by British and 

United States soldiers against the will 


of the nation, I confess I sometimes find 
it exceedingly hard to be patient.” 


Nothing more is needed to justify in 
the minds of believing Irish Catholics 
any kind of criminal aggression against 
British and United States soldiers in 
Ireland. 











MORE NAZI-VATICAN 
COLLABORATION 


EWS of the Vatican’s appointment 

of the German Bishop Breitinger 
to head German Catholics in Poland 
and the Polish Bishop Dymek for Pol- 
ish Catholics has grievously alarmed 
Polish circles in London, It is a viola- 
tion of the Vatican’s concordat with 
Poland and was vigorously but vainly 
protested by the Polish Ambassador to 
the Vatican. It is in keeping with the 
Nazi aim of subjugating Poland once 
and for all time to Germany as the dom- 
inant power in a revived Holy Roman 
Empire. 


This is in marked contrast to the un- 
flinching stand of the bishops of the 
Evangelical Lutheran church in Nor- 
way against the slightest yielding to 
cooperation with the Nazis. In the very 
presence of death these brave bishops 
met in Oslo recently and declared that 
they would prefer death for themselves 
and defeat for their church rather than 
ally themselves with the Nazi-Quis- 
lings. They resisted the temptation of 
gaining temporal power by betraying 
their spiritual trust, and by so doing 
have won a great spiritual victory. ‘‘It 
would seem,’’ they defiantly declared, 
“that the church has suffered defeat. . . 
for indeed it has no temporal power; 
the fact is, however, that it has won a 
great victory in preserving an un- 
broken front inside as well as outside 
its realm.’’ 


Here is a lesson and example for the 
temporal-minded power seekers who 
rule the church of Rome. It is a timely 
reminder to them, who never miss an 
opportunity to ally themselves to the 
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most dominant political regimes, that 
they should follow Christ who declared 
**My kingdom is not of this world.’’ 


oO 


THE ROMAN ROTA AND 
GELATINE 


UCH was made in the secular 

press of the recent decision of the 
Vatican to permit handling by its 
Apostolic Delegate in Washington of 
matrimonial cases that at other times 
would be confined to decisions of the 
Holy Roman Rota in Rome. Most of 
these are cases of ‘‘annulments,’’ the 
canon law equivalent of divorcee. Noth- 
ing, however, was said that would up- 
set the complacent acceptance by the 
American people of this setting up on 
American soil of a supreme marriage 
tribunal of a foreign church over and 
above the civil courts of the land. 
There was a time when Protestant 
Americans would have vigorously pro- 
tested this unauthorized establishment 
of a papal court of jurisdiction in 
Washington. 


A new item of no particular import 
to war, peace or religion, was the an- 
nouncement that Roman Catholic theo- 
logians had at long last made up their 
minds that people could eat gelatine on 
Fridays and other days of abstinence 
without committing a mortal sin. It 
had long been a thorny question among 
them whether this could be permitted 
because of the amount and quality of 
meat extracts contained in a package of 
jello. 


mee = 


PRAYER is not a conquering of God’s 
reluctance, but a laying hold of God’s 
willingness.—Philips Brooks. 
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THE TYRANNY OF PRIESTLY CELIBACY 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


ERE HYACINTHE, the 
|e French priest and famed 
preacher of Notre Dame in 


Paris, who broke with the 
church of Rome because of its arrogant 
dogma of papal infallibility, likens the 
wounds inflicted upon the Christian 
church by the papacy to the wounds in 
the body of Christ. ‘‘ Behold, ye bish- 
ops,’’ he says, ‘‘the Bride of Jesus 
Christ pierced, like Him, by five 
wounds!’’ He likens the first wound in 
the right hand of Christ, the hand that 
carries the light of truth, to the dark- 
ening of the Word of God—the keeping 
of the Gospel from the people. The 
wound in the other hand of Christ is 
the abuse of hierarchical power. But 
he ealls the wound in the very heart of 
Christ’s church the foreed celibacy of 
the clergy, ‘‘suffered most by those 
[the priests themselves] who dare least 
to speak of it.’’ 


How true this is cannot be fully real- 
ized except by priests and bishops who 
are burdened with the evil consequences 
of the man-made, unnatural law of 
priestly celibacy imposed by the church 
of Rome. It is sheer pretense that this 
forced celibacy contributes in any way 
to the personal sanctification of priests. 
The sole benefit of it is the strengthen- 
ing of the organizational structure of 
the church. Hitler, in his Mein Kampf 
(p. 643), is uneannily accurate in 
stressing this, as he is in his further re- 
mark that, ‘‘This particular signifi- 
eance of celibacy is not recognized by 
most people.’’ Holding up the Catholic 
church as a model example in this re- 
gard for his Nazi followers, he says: 


“In the celibacy of its priests roots the 
compulsion to draw the future genera- 
tion of the clergy, instead of from its 
own ranks, again and again from the 
broad masses of the people . . . From 
this results the astounding youthful- 
ness of this giant organism, its spiritu- 
al pliability and its steel-like will 
power.”’ 

So it is that the church of Rome, 
which piously proclaims to Americans 
its deep concern for the ‘‘sacredness of 
individual personality,’’ sacrifices the 
most natural human instinets of its own 
clergy to the strengthening of its 
‘‘giant organism and its steel-like will 
power.”’ 

The real shame and tyranny of 
priestly celibacy, as Pére Hyacinthe 
points out, is the necessity of its vie- 
tims to hide the realities of it from the 
public. It is unnecessary to ask or to 
tell how many priests fail to live up to 
the requirements of this unnatural 
law. Priests as a group are no different 
from other men, and their weakness in 
sex matters is at least no less than 
those of other men of corresponding 
position and education. It may even be 
said to become greater in priests be- 
cause of denial to them of legal mar- 
riage. Nor have priests the advantage 
of active business men, whose excessive 
sex tendencies are generally sublimated 
and normalized by physical absorption 
in daily labor, unremitting cares of 
family life and financial affairs. Priests 
lead a very sedentary life, are freely 
supplied with an exceptionally good 
table and other bodily comforts, and 
are officials of a church which does not 
prohibit indulgence in the use of aleo- 
holiec stimulants. 





ot 








Similar to many of the other man- 
made laws of the church of Rome, 
priestly celibacy entails many contra- 
dictions, much deceit, and often leads 
to spiritual shipwreck. In the first 
place, there is the purposeful confusion 
between ‘‘celibacy’’ and ‘‘chastity.’’ 
To the common people they are made 
to appear identical, and both Protes- 
tants and Catholics are led to believe 
that every Roman Catholic priest takes 
‘‘vows of chastity.’ This confusion 
provides an easy defense of the organ- 
ization of the Catholic church in 
more ways than one. In particular 
it enables the church to cast a slur 
on all priests who leave the priest- 
hood as having ‘‘broken their vows 
of chastity.’’ This charge is pure- 
ly fictional, for the fact is that fully 
80% of Roman Catholic priests do not 
take any vow of chastity. This great 
majority of priests are the ordinary 
‘*secular’’ priests who serve in parishes, 
as distinguished from ‘‘religious 
priests’’ belonging to the various Or- 
ders of the church who are generally 
employed in running Catholic schools 
and colleges. 


At ordination these secular priests 
merely signify by assent that they ac- 
eept the church’s condition that they 
will not yet legally married. This is 
what celibacy really means. They take 
no vow of chastity, that is, make no sol- 
emn promise to abstain from sexual re- 
lations. Cadets at West Point and An- 
napolis are bound by similar regula- 
lions. 


As ean be seen from the above, there 
results for those concerned a very con- 
venient distinction between celibacy 
and chastity. In other words, an or- 


dained priest can continue to be eeli- 
bate without necessarily being chaste. 
He would only cease to be celibate by 
contracting marriage by permission of 
No amount of sexual rela- 


the church. 
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tions can affect his celibacy. In fact, so 
complicated has the whole matter be- 
come in democratic countries, that a 
Roman Catholic priest may contract 
marriage before a Protestant minister 
or a civil judge and still be counted 
celibate by the Catholic church. This 
comes about because the Catholic 
church does not recognize any power in 
a Protestant minister or lay judge to 
join in matrimony those whom it has 
banned from marriage. 


Again, the whole matter of priestly 
celibacy is tied up with the absurd 
teaching of the Catholie church about 
virginity. Theologically, a woman is 
held to be a virgin only in so far and 
as long as the fact can be proved by 
physical examination. A man, on the 
other hand, is considered by the Roman 
theologians to be a virgin until he gets 
married—that is, in accordance with 
the laws of the Catholic church. The 
far-fetched conclusion from all this is 
that all priests always remain ‘‘vir- 
gins.’’ Even a priest who leaves the 
priesthood and gets married before a 
Protestant minister or a lay judge (also 
those who remain in the priesthood and 
secretly contract such a marriage— 
which is possible in democratic coun- 
tries) is technically still a virgin ae- 
cording to the Roman Catholic theo- 
logians. 


If further proof were needed of the 
immoral consequences to which the 
Roman Catholic law of priestly celibacy 
may lead, it can be found in the regu- 
lations governing the pardon of priests 
who maintain sexual relationships with- 
out getting married, as distinguished 
from those who take advantage of the 
laws of marriage in a democratic coun- 
try and get married without permission 
of their church authorities. Pardon for 
sexual irregularities of priests outside 
marriage, whether adultery or fornica- 
tion, can easily be had at any time by 
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confession to any ordinary fellow- 
priest. On the other hand, absolution 
(with accompanying severe penalties) 
for a priest who marries a woman be- 
fore a Protestant minister or a lay 
judge, can only be obtained for him by 
recourse to the pope himself. The real 
crime in this latter case is not the per- 
formance of the marriage act, but the 
priest’s defiance of the law of celibacy. 


Most dishonest of all is the use of the 
law of celibacy against priests who re- 
sign from the Roman priesthood. 
Against all of them is made the accusa- 
tion that they leave ‘‘just to get mar- 
ried,’’ that they are so many ‘‘Judases’’ 
who betray the church of Christ merely 
to satisfy their base passions. The ac- 
tual truth, well known to all priests, is 
that the priesthood provides a conven- 
ient cloak for those who wish to lead 
an irregular sex life, whereas the re- 
strictions and burdens of married life 
are a deterrent to this. Nor do all 
priests who leave the priesthood get 
married. Many of them cannot afford 
to do so, and some are already past mar- 
riageable age. Fully 25% of the con- 
verted priests helped by Christ’s Mis- 
sion have never married. 


Ignorance of New Testament teach- 
ings is responsible for the fact that the 
Catholic people believe that marriage 
was forbidden to priests by Jesus 
Christ. They will not believe that the 
apostles were married men, that even 
Saint Peter had a wife who accompan- 
ied him on his missionary journeys, 
and that Saint Paul asserts (I Cor. 9 :5) 
that he had the same right to a wife as 
Peter and the other apostles. Nor are 
they aware that Saint Paul lays it down 
that even ‘‘a bishop must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife’’ (I Tim. 3:2), 
and that he lists the crime of ‘‘forbid- 
ding to marry’’ among the ‘‘ doctrines 
of devils’’ (I Tim. 3.3). 


It would be out of place for us who 
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were once priests to publicize what we 
know of the irregularities in the lives 
of priests resulting from the unnatural 
law of celibacy. The sole blame must be 
placed at the feet of those who rule the 
ambitious political organization of Ro- 
man Catholicism. This system is so 
ruthless that it exacts the enthusiastic 
admiration of Hitler himself, who, as 
we have seen, praises priestly celibacy 
as the secret of the power of ‘‘this giant 
organism and its steel-like will power.”’ 


oO - 


CATHOLIC VIEW OF PRIESTS 


HE FOLLOWING glorification of 

Roman Catholic priests was broad- 
east on ‘*The Catholic Diocesan Forum 
of the Air,’’ Wilmington, Delaware, 
June 21, 1942; the speaker was Father 
di Michels: 


“A priest is a sacred and mysterious 
being. Catholics see him as he stands 
at the altar, morning after morning, 
clad in sacerdotal robes, holding the 
chalice in his hands. His feet touch the 
earth, while his chalice is full of the 
blood of Christ. That shows what he 
really is—the mediator between God 
and man, the link between Heaven and 
earth, the bond between Creator and 
creature. 

“As little children we were taught to 
honor and reverence him, to look up to 
him as the anointed of God. His posi- 
tion is unique, greater far than that 
of princes and peoples. Men and wo- 
men have learned to love and honor 
him the more. because of all individuals 
in the world, he alone is absolutely in- 
dispensable, absolutely necessary for 
the world’s salvation . . . Scepters may 
fall from kingly hands, peoples and 
nations may lose their identity, but in 
the midst of it all, there will ever stand 
out luminously the order of God and 
the chasubled priest.” 


Is it any wonder then that the mass of 
believing Catholic people will always 
do the bidding of their priests, since 
they are taught that a priest, not Jesus 
Christ, is the ‘‘mediator between God 
and man.’’ 
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CATHOLIC CANADA TODAY 


IFE MAGAZINE of October 19, 

1942, gives an enlightening sketch 

of the Province of Quebec that clearly 

reveals the ignorance and backward- 

ness that characterize this priest-ridden 
section of Canada: 


“Village curé [parish priest] of Saint- 
Fidéle is Thomas Louis Imbeault. He 
may be consulted on whether to marry, 
whether to go to a doctor, how to vote, 
how to answer summons to conscription 
. . . It is exceedingly uncomfortable for 
anyone in Saint-Fidéle who would defy 
the village curé.” 


“Quebec is the only province where edu- 
eation is not compulsory. Very little 
science or mathematics is taught. . 
The curé is the school inspector. . . The 
Church controls education in Quebec.” 


“Girls may marry at 14 but may not go to 
the movies until they are 16.” 


“Average family in Saint-Fidéle is Jos- 
eph Tremblay Joachim’s brood of twelve 
surviving children. . . Many families are 
bigger. . . French Canadians look for- 
ward to a day when, at present rate of 
increase, all Canada will be French Ca- 
nadian and Catholic. . . Canada today is 
45% Catholic, 37% French.” 


Quebec City’s diphtheria death rate has 
been the highest in the world. . . Its in- 
fant mortality rate has been consistently 
high and in one town (Trois Riviéres) 
has a higher rate than Bombay.” 


“Actually Quebec is run by the Catholic 
Church, which exacts a 4% tithe on all 
grain harvests. Non-payment of tithes 
brings seizure of property.” 


“Land auction is held beside the church. 
Even if the Church does not own the land 
being sold, it supervises the sale of the 
property, protecting its right to collect 
tithes.” 

“Now its youth admires the France of 
Pétain. . . Of Saint-Fidéle’s 1,100 people, 
only two have enlisted in the Canadian 
armed forces.” 


The roots of these appalling medieval 
conditions are found in the doctrines 
of the Roman Catholic church, especial- 
ly in the one emphasized in a public ad- 
dress by Canada’s Cardinal Villeneuve 





in 1938, and quoted in this same issue 
of Life magazine, p. 112: 
“It is never permitted ... to grant 
freedom of thought, writing or teach- 
ing, and the undifferentiated freedom 


of religions, as so many rights which 
Nature has given to Man.” 


--O-- 


FRENCH HIERARCHY 
BACKS PETAIN 


[GHEST Catholie church authori- 
ties in France still continue to up- 
hold the Pétain-Laval regime and its 
treatment of Jews. A dispatch from 
Berne, October 5, to the New York 
Times reported a splendid declaration 
of the National Council of the Re- 
formed Church of France protesting 
the treatment of Jews by the Vichy re- 
gime, which was ordered to be read in 
all pulpits throughout the country. The 
dispatch added the contrary orders of 
Cardinal Suhard, Archbishop of Paris 
and of the Archbishop of Toulouse, as 
follows : 
“Emanuel Cardinal Suhard, Archbishop 
of Paris, issued in the name of the church 
yesterday an appeal to the people to 
support with frank and complete loyalty 


the government of Henri Philippe Pé- 
tain. 


“The Archbishop of Toulouse in a state- 
ment reaffirms his loyalty to Marshal 
Pétain.” 


Thus in France, as in all Nazi-fascist 
dominated countries, the Catholic peo- 
ple are led by their top-ranking pre- 
lates to oppose the pro-democratie lead- 
ership of both Protestant and liberal 
Catholic groups. 


--O-- 


“Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1. 


“For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” Rom. 10:10, 11, 
13. 
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WHY PRIESTS STAY IN THE PRIESTHOOD 


By J. J. Murpuy 


RISON BARS do not keep Ro- 
|e man Catholic priests in the 
priesthood. American priests 


are free citizens of a free 
country. No physical force or State law 
prevents them from giving up the 
priesthood. 


People at large realize these facts. 
But that is exactly the reason they are 
baffled. They have noticed that many 
priests lead uninspired lives, that they 
are much more devoted to their person- 
al well-being and enjoyment than to the 
interests of religion. And yet such 
priests, more or less devoid of spiritual 
motives, continue to stay in the priest- 
hood, even though obliged to disguise 
their real interests and lead an unnat- 
ural life deprived of the normal satis- 
factions of a home and family. What is 
the explanation? 


It is well to note, in the first place, 
that many more priests resign from the 
priesthood than is generally realized. 
The public has been deceived by Cath- 
olic propaganda into believing that it is 
on the rarest of occasions that a priest 
ever leaves the priesthood and then 
only because he had been defrocked and 
expelled. The blunt fact is that seldom, 
if ever, is a priest forced to leave the 
priesthood. The Catholic church will 
cover up open scandals and even habit- 
ual moral laxities rather than lose one 
of its priests. Transfers, leaves of ab- 
sence and many other subtle devices 
are resorted to as means of camouflag- 
ing the lapses of intemperate or im- 
moral priests and inducing them to 
‘‘remain in the fold.’’ And usually 
this kind does remain. 


The exact ntimber of priests who 
leave the priesthood cannot be deter- 


mined. This is because the vast major- 
ity of those who resign prefer to for- 


‘get their disillusionment and lose them- 


selves in the masses leading normal, 
workaday lives. Moreover, well-found- 
ed fears of economic persecution at the 
hands of the Catholic church make this 
a practical necessity. 


Judging, however, by the hundreds 
of priests assisted at Christ’s Mission 
and by the consensus of opinion among 
former priests, it would be a conserva- 
tive estimate to say that about seventy- 
five priests leave the priesthood each 
year in the United States alone. 


Just why the majority of priests 
cling to the priesthood is a complex of 
reasons—psychological, social and eco- 
nomic. Such reasonings and experiences 
have to be lived through to be appre- 
ciated in all their stark reality and emo- 
tional strain. None the less, I shall at- 
tempt to give here the principal and 
more tangible of these reasons. 


SPIRITUAL REASONS 


The Catholic priest is so conditioned 
by one-sided training that he is con- 
vineed that the only alternative to Ca- 
tholicism is rank unbelief. Protestant- 
ism is ridiculed out of consideration as 
a mere man-made religion now in the 
last stages of disintegration. Faced with 
this clean-cut choice, many a Catholi¢e 
priest, who still believes in God and rev- 
elation but is thinking of leaving the 
church, recoils at the thought of athe- 
ism and chooses to remain in Catholi- 
cism with all its abuses as the lesser of 
two evils. 

Catholic doctrine forbids the con- 
scientious priest to read anything that 
would endanger his faith or even cause 
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doubts concerning it, under pain of 
eternal damnation. This leaves him 
mentally imprisoned behind the bars of 
religious prejudice—bars much strong- 
er than those of a prison cell. 


As for the unscrupulous priest, he 
prefers without hesitation the leisure 
and easy money of the priesthood to 
the economic struggle and privation 
that most ex-priests must suffer. 


Catholicism is a vast mixture of be- 
liefs and practices, natural, pagan and 
Christian. Within the church a person 
can practically work out a religion of 
his own, concentrating on the beliefs 
best suited to his preferences. The Cath- 
olie church, in practiceif not in theory, 
is satisfied with exterior submission to 
its authority and discipline, plus formal 
assent to its specified dogmas. Priests 
realize this much better than the laity. 
Oftener than not they make up a Ca- 
tholicism of their own: the pietistic 
priest concentrates on weird devotions ; 
the liberal-minded priest disbelieves in 
everything but a few basic doctrines, 
which he admits because they are ‘‘in- 
fallibly’’ defined; the lax priest makes 
light of burdensome laws, such as that 
of celibacy, by persuading himself that 
they are mere church regulations, un- 
mentioned in God’s law, contrary to the 
law of nature and the practice of the 
apostles. In this way each priest makes 
the best of an uncomfortable situation 
to which he finds himself confined by 
social and economic barriers, which I 
shall later describe. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL REASONS 


Roman Catholicism, expert at mass 
psychology, sows in the subconscious 
mind of little children fear complexes 
that few people are able to outgrow even 
in their mature years. This is as true 
of priests as of other people. 
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The young child is made to associate 
all that is good, noble and ideal, as well 
as tender memories, with his Catholic 
faith. He is taught that outside of the 
Catholic church he cannot be saved— 
that, no matter how bad he may become, 
he still can be saved if he keeps his 
faith in the church. It is drilled into 
him that whoever attacks his faith is 
either ignorant or evil-intentioned, that 
no one can lose his faith in the church 
except through his own fault and that, 
if he does, he will be tortured in hell for 
all eternity. 


The grandeur and pageantry of the 
century-old church, its vast libraries 
and intricate works on theology are 
used to overawe the individual to the 
point that he belittles himself in com- 
parison with such a mighty institution, 
fears to pit his conviction against its 
voluminous learning and cringes at the 
thought of defying its threats and a- 
nathemas. 


SOCIAL REASONS 


More concrete and understandable 
are the social barriers to resignation 
from the priesthood. Imagine what it 
means to the priest to give up the priest- 
hood; it means destroying the very 
framework of his life, the cultural pat- 
tern in which he has always lived. It 
means the sacrifice of a position of lead- 
ership and prestige, the breaking of 
ties with his own mother and father, 
brothers and sisters, relatives and 
friends. It means condemning them to 
shame and embarrassment, for every 
€x-priest is stigmatized by the Catholic 
church as a Judas Iscariot. It may, in 
many eases, also entail shock and un- 
timely death for those who were near- 
est and dearest. 


To the priest ostracized from the only 
world he has ever known, Protestantism 
seems strange and alien. Much of this 














feeling is the fruit of his own preju- 
dice, but this does not make it less real 
or terrifying. It even happens at times 
that Protestants have fallen victims to 
Catholic propaganda so that they look 
askance at a former priest as if he were 
a phenomenon or a suspicious person. 


ECONOMIC REASONS 


The strongest reasons why priests 
stay in the priesthood are economic. In 
the priesthood the priest has a very 
comfortable life, practically as much 
leisure as he cares to create, money, a 
ear and absolute social security. It 
would be unnatural for the priest not 
to contrast these comforts and luxuries 
with the hard lot of former priests he 
knows. 


Leaving the priesthood is a tremen- 
dous economic sacrifice and risk even 
for a young, healthy, talented priest. 
It is infinitely more so for a priest in 
his forties or fifties or for one in poor 
health or with other physical disabili- 
ties. And, unfortunately, a priest usual- 
ly is at least close to his forties when he 
begins to see the light. 


The former priest finds himself alone 
in a strange world, cut off from friends 
and relatives, with no one to help him. 
He is faced with the task of remaking 
his life and finding a livelihood. He is 
faced in mid-life, for the first time, 
with the ordeal of earning his own liv- 


‘ing, with no previous experience in the 


hard struggle for existence to which 
other people are so accustomed. There 
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IN YOUR CHRISTMAS GIVING — REMEMBER OUR WORK 
FOR FORMER PRIESTS AT CHRIST’S MISSION 
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is no one to whom he can turn for a re- 
commendation. If he refers to his 
bishop, his character will be unscrupu- 
lously blasted. He has no trade, no 
profession, no special skill, no working 
experience of any kind. He is unable to 
account for the past ten or twenty years 
of his life without ruining his chances 
for employment—he is as helpless and 
stigmatized as if he had spent these 
years in jail. Protestants will often 
give him words of sympathy and admir- 
ation—but seldom try to get him a 
worthwhile job. By not a few loyal 
Protestants of the established churches 
he is regarded as a persona non grata, 
having offended against recognized re- 
ligious conventions. To evangelical 
Protestants he becomes just an interest- 
ing ‘‘convert from Romanism,’’ and is 
liable soon to be forgotten. And 80, 
wearied and discouraged, he must often 
walk a friendless path alone. 


So isolated and helpless is an ex- 
priest that he cannot even get on relief 
rolls. To do this he must give his past 
history—and, if he does, he is referred 
back to his relatives in his home town. 





Such is the plight of former priests. 
Christ’s Mission is the one religious or- 
ganization in the country with the dis- 
tinctive aim of helping them. It helps 
them as much as it can—but this de- 
pends on the generosity of the friends 
of the Mission and the readers of our 
magazine. At present we have three 
former priests for whom we are still 
trying to find a decent job. 
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GALILEO AND MILTON 


JOHN MILTON (1608-1674), enemy 
of authoritarianism in church and 
state, wrote: 


“The whole freedom of man consists 
either in spiritual or civil liberty. As 
for spiritual, who can be at rest, who can 
enjoy anything in this world with content- 
ment, who hath not liberty to serve God, 
and save his own soul, according to the 
best light which God hath planted in him 
to that purpose, by the reading of his re- 
vealed will, and the guidance of his Holy 
Spirit? That this is best pleasing to God, 
and that the whole Protestant church al- 
lows no supreme judge or rule in matters 
of religion, but the Scriptures; and these 
to be interpreted by the Scriptures them- 
selves, which necessarily infers liberty 
of conscience, I have heretofore proved at 
large in another treatise; and might yet 
further, by the public declarations, con- 
fessions, and admonitions of whole 
churches and states, obvious in all his- 
tories since the reformation.”—From The 
Ready and Easy Way to Establish a Free 
Commonwealth. 


In defense of truth and against cen- 
sorship and a ‘‘starched conformity of 
opinion’’, he wrote: 


“See the ingenuity of truth, who, when 
she gets a free and willing hand, opens 
herself faster than the pace of method 
and discourse can overtake her. It was 
the task that I began with, to show that 
no nation, or well instituted state, if they 
valued books at all, did ever use this way 
of licensing; and it might be answered, 
that this is a piece of prudence lately dis- 
covered.”—From Areopagitica. 


Then he tells of his trip to Italy 
where he paid a visit to Galileo in 
prison : 


“There it was that I found and visited 
the famous Galileo, grown old, a prisoner 
to the inquisition, for thinking in astron- 
omy otherwise than the Franciscan and 
Dominican licensers thought. And though 
I knew that England then was groaning 
loudest under the prelatial yoke, never- 
theless I took it as a pledge of future 
happiness, that other nations were so 
persuaded of her liberty.” 


Because of the persecution and im- 
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prisonment suffered by Galileo at the 
hands of the Inquisition in the 17th 
century, he is regarded by most people 
as a martyr to scientific progress. To 
offset this, the Vatican was to pay a 
tribute to the great scientist this year, 
the 300th anniversary of his death. The 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 
News Service reported from Rome on 
January 26 that, ‘‘an exhaustive study 
of the life and work of Galileo’’ was be- 
ing made ready for publication this 
year under the auspices of the Pontifi- 
cal Academy of Sciences. 


The Rev. Agostino Gemelli, Presi- 
dent of this Academy, was reported as 
stating that ‘‘Galileo as a scientist and 
author of new astronomical discoveries 
was never persecuted by the Church, 
but was greatly helped’’. The record 
of history proves the opposite. If by 
paying belated tribute this year to the 
great Galileo the Vatican is making 
amends for its cruel treatment of him 
three hundred years ago, its action will 
be gratefully accepted by all enlight- 
ened people. Little will be gained, how- 
over, by an attempt to deny or white- 
wash the truth. John Milton tells us 
that he visited Galileo, ‘‘a prisoner to 
the inquisition for thinking in astron- 
omy otherwise than the Franciscan and 
Dominican licensers thought’’. 


oOo 


A JESUIT PRODUCT 


LORD HAW-HAW, a traitorous English 
Catholic, William Joyce, conducts psycho- 
logical warfare for the Nazis by short- 
wave broadcasts from Berlin. He has just 
written his autobiography in German, Twi- 
light Over England. 


The New York Times of October 1 speak- 
ing of this new book says: 


“After announcing the place and years of 
his birth, he declares that he went to Ire 
land, and was educated there by the 
Jesuits, ‘the quality of whose compre 
hensive system of education cannot be 
denied’ .. .” : 


= 4 © —. 3 ww ACU 
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This is the picture of the three Dominican priest-spies, Manuel Garcia, Manuel Meruelo 
and Angel Fernadndez, who were arrested recently on their arrival from Spain in Havana, 
Cuba, on the Spanish ship Marqués de Comiillas. In their possession police found large 
quantities of anti-democratic, pro-fascist literature. (See THe CoNvVERTED CATHOLIC MaGa- 
ZiNE for Oct. 1942, p. 201) 


PRIEST-SPY ESCAPES LYNCHING 


ESPIONAGE by the Catholic clergy is con- 
firmed by another recent arrest in Cuba. A 
United Press dispatch of August 22, in the 
Brooklyn Eagle, reads as follows: 


“Father Juan Miguel de Arangurin, a 
Spanish priest suspected of espionage, 
was expected to be brought before the 
Tribunal Urgencia today. He was being 
held in Santiago municipal jail, because 
a mob had tried to lynch him at Bayomo, 
where he was caught with maps and 
photographs of Cuban cities.” 


THIS PEOPLE draweth unto me with 
their mouth, and honoreth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me. But 
in vain do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrine the commandments of men.”— 
Matt. 15:8-9. 


A GENTLEMAN AND A SCHOLAR 


GOOD FATHER BURKE of county Sligo 
was hailed into court by two of his parish- 
ioners. Let the Irish newspaper, The Fer- 
managh Times of Enniskillen, County Sli- 
go, in its issue of June 25, 1942, state the 
facts: 


“The plaintiffs alleged that Father Burke 
spoke about them from the Altar of his 
church, and said ‘they were pups, black- 
guards and ruffians, unfit to be Catholics 
and would not even make good Protes- 
tants.’ It was further alleged that they 
were slandered by Father Burke on an- 
other occasion and struck and kicked by 
him in the church.” 
Father Burke considered it wiser to make 
@ settlement than to defend his conduct. 
The newspaper said that a settlement was 
reached “providing for the payment by 
Father Burke of an agreed sum in respect 
of damages.” 
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IN DEFENSE OF LUTHER. 


By A.LFrep KLAUSLER 


In an effort to belittle the blessings brought to mankind by the Reformation, and 
thus to undermine Protestantism as a whole, Catholic attacks have been frequent 
of late against the character and work of Martin Luther. Some non-Catholic 
writers, too, obviously for the sake of publicity, have joined in these attacks. It 
is in order to counteract these calumnies that we publish the following stirring 
defense of Protestantism’s heroic converted priest-reformer from ‘‘The Lutheran 


Witness’’: 


HEN there is war, scholars 
W quite often forget honesty and 
exactness in their thinking 


and writing. I refer especially 
to those writers who evidently find it 
necessary at this time in history to 
write falsehoods about Martin Luther. 
Today the canard that Luther made 
Germany a hotbed of Nazism is being 
given emphasis by the unscrupulous 
writer. And there are those who listen, 
agree, and willingly identify Luther- 
anism with the rise of Hitlerism. As 
Conrad Bergendoff of the Augustana 
Synod recently put it: ‘‘Should one 
laugh or weep at the perennial habit of 
dragging Martin Luther into court 
every time Germany goes to war and 
explaining the psychology of a whole 
nation by pointing the accusing finger 
at the Reformer !”’ 

The latest attempt to identify Martin 
Luther with the Nazis and the general 
unhappy lot of Germany occurs in a 
history of the Germans written by Emil 
Ludwig,* the biographer of such di- 
verse people as Napoleon and Cleo- 
patra. Published by a reputable Boston 
firm, the book bears all the earmarks 
of authority. The history is supposed 
to be a ‘‘ psychological history’’ of the 
German nation. 


* The Germans: Double History of a Na- 
tion. By Emil Ludwig. 


Martin Luther (1483-1546), Reformation 
Leader and Most Renowned Converted 
Catholic Priest. 


Mr. Ludwig claims that the recent 
misfortunes of the Germans are partly 
the result of ‘‘symptoms of paroxysms 
and salvation’’ in Luther. He offers no 
footnote supporting that statement, nor 
does the context contain any adequate 
proof. That slander is, however, fairly 
mild compared with some others. Let’s 
look at some of these attacks. 


Ludwig states that ‘‘the mother’s 


NO Ka! beeen eter eee annie 


Say 
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habit of beating her children, the dull 
urge which the father brought home 
from the mineshaft,’’ deeply affected 
Luther’s later development. He also 
states that Luther’s parents shunted 
him ‘‘into the dreary cold of the winter 
mornings to make room for the other 
children.’’ Ludwig offers no proof for 
the statement. That Luther’s parents 
were oftentimes unduly severe is known, 
but that there was bitter sadism, a 
twisted mind, in his parents is indeed 
news. After his father’s death, Luther 
spoke very affectionately of him, and 
of his parents he said, ‘‘They meant 
well from the depths of their hearts.’’ 

On page eighty Ludwig makes un- 
qualifiedly the slanderous charge that 
Luther was unchaste in his relations 
with women. He quotes from no con- 
temporary document; he produces no 
witnesses. He refrains from using any 
of those critical tools which the average 
honest scholar uses to fortify argu- 
ments or simple statements. 

Ludwig states that Luther ‘‘hated 
art and splendor’’ with an ‘‘aggressive 
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fanaticism’’. We would like to see the 
page and paragraph from Luther’s 
writings where Ludwig gets the basis 
for that assertion. On the contrary, we 
know that Luther’s love of music, his 
willingness to keep the liturgical forms, 
his friendship with many contemporary 
artists, his denunciation of fanatics who 
were destroying stained-glass windows, 
were qualities which set him on a high 
eultural level. 

A coarse misstatement is made about 
Katie Luther. Ludwig states that 
Katie ‘‘had entered in an amour with 
a Nuremberg citizen’’. The word in 
italics contains some nasty inferences 
against which history cries out in pro- 
test. Before her marriage, Luther’s 
wife had known a Nuremberg citizen, 
but never was there a breath of scandal 
attached to her name. 

Ludwig asserts that Luther ‘‘op- 
posed every popular desire for liberty’’. 
If this statement were true, then the 
Augsburg Confession could never have 
been written; then, too, Luther would 
have opposed all attempts to separate 


MARTIN LUTHER NAILED HIS NINETY-FIVE THESES TO THE DOOR OF THE 
CHURCH IN WITTENBERG 425 YEARS AGO THIS YEAR 


REFORMATION (ves on 
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Church and State. If Luther opposed 
liberty, either directly or indirectly, 
why do historians credit the rise of 
freedom to the rise of Luther and 
the Protestant Reformation? Luther 
believed that the ills of mankind could 
be cured only through the regeneration 
of man’s heart. The Augsburg Con- 
fession, which, by the way, receives 
short notice in this book, says ‘‘that 
the power of the church and civil power 
must not be confounded’’. Each has a 
specific function. 

How Martin Luther, the religious 
reformer, can be identified with the 
rise of the present-day National So- 
cialism remains a mystery. It is easy 
to generalize, but it is not easy to 
prove. If Luther is a contributing 
factor to the rise of Hitler, then, we 
submit, so are Goethe and Beethoven 
and Bach and Kant. No man of our 
age is outside the direct influence of 
the geniuses of the past. 

I submit that this book is a vicious 
and subtle attack against the Lutheran 
church and Christianity in general. 
Placed into the hands of uncritical 
readers, it will be of detriment to our 
church. Practically every encyclopedia 
contains a fair account of Luther’s 
life and work. Let Lutherans fortify 
themselves with the facts and then go 
out after the inventors and peddlers of 
slander. 



















THE POPE’S ‘NEUTRALITY’ 


Should the Christian Pope finally 
judge that a judgment between evils 
is mandatory, would he give his pref- 
erence to Fascism and Nazism in so 
far as they countenance the principle 
of totalitarian authority which is 
doctrinally inherent’ in the Roman 
church? Or would he concede that 
democracy is the lesser evil in so far 
as it upholds certain fundamentals 
of Christian ethics and Christian hope 
which are paramount to the Catholic 
faith? The answer remains hidden. 


Prof. G. A. Borgese, in “The Nation.” 

















SAFEGUARDING THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 


F INTEREST is the recent num- 

ber of decisions handed down by 
state courts and state supreme courts 
upholding the constitutionality of pro- 
visions in the various state constitu- 
tions forbidding use of public money 
or property for private or sectarian 
purposes. These decisions were made 
necessary in particular by attempted 
raids on public tax money for varying 
degrees of support for Catholic paro- 
chial schools. 


Most noteworthy was the second de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of Mis- 
souri where Catholic parochial schools 
were actually merged with the public 
school system at the expense of the lat- 
ter. This decision, rendered on June 
13, 1942, reaffirmed its ruling of July 
1941 that public tax money may not be 
used for the support and maintenance 
of parochial schools.* This clear-cut de- 
cision said in part: 

“The constitutional policy of our State 

has decreed ‘the absolute separation of 

church and state not only in govern- 
mental matters but in educational 
ones as well. Public money coming 
from taxpayers of every denomination 
may not be used for the help of any 
religious sect in education or other- 
wise. No one may waive the public -in- 
terest. The constitutional provisions 
are mandatory and must be obeyed.” 


Likewise, on July 9, 1942, Judge 
John M. Wilson, of the Superior Court 
for Thurston County in the State of 
Washington, ruled as ‘‘unconstitution- 
al and void’’ a law passed last year for 
free busses for parochial schools. He 
declared in part: = 

“There is nothing ambiguous. in our 
constitutional provision as expressed un- 
der the article under consideration here. 

Article I, section II, states, as plainly as 





* See the ConverTep CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, 
Jan. 1942, pp. 6-9, “Catholic Pressure On the 
Public Schools.” 








words can express it, that no money or 
property shall be appropriated or applied 
for or to the prohibited purposes. 


“I am influenced in this decision by 
the logic and reasoning, by the cases of 
other jurisdictions, in the light of the 
expressions of our own Supreme Court 
upon this controversial question and con- 
clude that Chapter 53, laws of 1941, is 
unconstitutional and void.” 


In April of this year, the Louisville, 
Kentucky, Baptist Pastors’ Conference 
protested vigorously against the Act of 
the General Assembly of Kentucky in 
1940 providing free bus transportation 
to pupils attending parochial schools. 
Declaring such to be clearly contrary to 
the state constitution and endangering 
separation of church and state, the 
Baptist pastors called for a non-par- 
tisan campaign to procure the election 
of a General Assembly and executive 
officials committed to the repeal of this 
act. 


Of interest also was the recent re- 
fusal of the Washington, D. C. Board 
of Education to permit ‘‘released 
time’’ for religious instruction during 
public school hours. 


Many Protestant ministers have been 
stampeded into agitating for ‘‘released 
time’’ in many localities by Roman 
Catholic propaganda. It all began as a 
result of the scare alarms spread 
abroad in America after the collapse of 
France in 1940. Pétain and his Vichy- 
men, who became the Vatican’s mouth- 
piece, declared that France fell chiefly 
because of the separation of church and 
state and the lack of religious instruc- 
tion in the public schools. It was in 
Vichy France that the ‘‘released time’”’ 
plan was started, to develop later into 
full support of Roman Catholic in- 
struction in the public schools, 


In these perilous days when Amer- 
iea’s hard-won freedoms are menaced 
as never before, it is well to recall and 
repeat the warning of James Madison: 
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“Since the general civilization of man- 
kind I believe there are more instances 
of the abridgment of the freedom of 
the people by gradual encroachments 
of those in power than by violent and 
sudden usurpations.” 


~~ 
PRIESTHOOD 


ELIEVERS in the New Testament 

are called ‘‘an holy priesthood’’ (I 
Peter 2:5). In the church of God, all 
believers are a priesthood. There is no 
separate class, specially called priests, 
who are nearer to God than are other 
believers. In Israel, there was a separ- 
ate class, but there was no such class of 
priests in the Christian churches. Min- 
isters, in all the New Testament writ- 
ings, as such, are never called priests. 


There is no single service of God’s 
worship that any Christian is incompe- 
tent to perform. The family principle 
is that which dominates the priesthood 
of the church of God. Whosoever is a 
member of the family of faith is a priest 
of God, minister or layman. As mem- 
bers of the household of faith, we have 
different appointments of service which 
are bestowed upon each, but whatever 
our station, we are, as believers in 
Christ, priests of God. 


The day for animal sacrifice has long 
passed ; the day for spiritual sacrifice is 
with us, ‘‘a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is our reason- 
able service.’ The world is weary of 
sacerdotalism and has no room for ec- 
clesiasticism. Let every true believer 
realize anew the great privilege that is 
his as a priest of the Most High God and 
grasp now the tremendous opportun- 
ity to serve according to his divinely be- 
stowed gift. We are ‘‘a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy na- 
tion, a peculiar people; that ‘we’ should 
show forth the praises of him who 
called ‘us’ out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.’’ 
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On the Lookout 


By J. J. MurpHy 


HITLER-VATICAN DESIGNS 
ON PORTUGAL 


“NAZI MOVE SEEN IN WEDDING OF 
PORTUGUESE HEIR.” This headline ap- 
peared over a detailed report by Allen 
Harden from Brazil, in the October 15, 
1942, issue of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
It explains the political purpose of the re- 
cent marriage of Dom Duarte Nuno, pre- 
tender to the throne of Portugal, to a prin- 
cess of the dethroned royal family of 
Brazil, Dona Maria Francisca. 


A plot, admitted even by anti-Nazi Por- 
tuguese monarchists, has been engineered 
by Hitler and Salazar to open the way 
through this wedding for further Nazi pro- 
paganda and aggression in Latin America, 
especially in Brazil. It is to be noted that 
the prospective king, under the guidance of 
the notoriously pro-Nazi Joao de Almeida, 
left at once after the wedding for Portugal 
where Hitlers agents strut along the boule- 
vards. 


This plot for monarchist restoration in 
Portugal goes hand in hand with similar 
designs in Spain, mentioned in this col- 
umn last month. The timing and realiza- 
tion of these two restorations depend on 
future events—they may take place in the 
near future or might even be delayed for a 
few years. In both plans the fine Italian 
hand of Pius XII is clearly in evidence be- 
hind the scenes. The Vatican finds abso- 
lute monarchies lesser rivals than dictator- 
ships, more likely to survive the war and 
equally anti-democratic. (History has re- 
peatedly shown the political power of Jesuit 
‘father confessors’ over kings, and especial- 
ly over queens.) 


Veiled contempt for the Brazilian demo- 
catic government can be seen in Pius XII’s 
formal recognition of “the Brazilian im- 
perial family,” dethroned for almost eighty 
years. In the official communication of the 
Vatican to Don Pedro, pretender to the 
throne of Brazil, brother of princess Maria 
Francisca, it is stated: 


“His Holiness, acceding wholchearted- 
ly to the filial communication of Your 


Imperial Highness, affectionately con- 
cedes the apostolic blessing to all the 
Brazilian Imperial Family on the oc 
casion of the wedding of Dona Maria 
Francisca.” 


Only critical illness prevented Cardinal 
Leme, friend of the “royal family,” from 
celebrating the wedding mass. The Bishop 
of Niteroy substituted for him. The news- 
paper account significantly adds: “All 
bishops in Brazil celebrated mass at the 
time of the wedding ceremony in Petro- 
polis.” 


s. * * 


CATHOLIC PRESS FORCED 
TO RETRACT 


THE TABLET, Coughlinite mouthpiece 
and official newspaper of the Brooklyn Cath- 
olic diocese, has been forced to swallow 
some of its lies. Sued for $100,000 libel by 
Lawrence Fernsworth, it preferred to re 
cant publicly rather than pay. 


Mr. Fernsworth, a sincere Roman Catho- 
lic, was a reporter in Spain for the New York 
Times and the London Times during the 
clerico-fascist revolution of Franco. He in- 
sisted on sending in fair reports concerning 
the Spanish Loyalists contrary to the ex- 
plicit directions that Father Talbot and 
other Jesuits tried to force on him. In spite 
of his excellent and much-appreciated ser- 
vices to the two great newspapers, he was 
eventually obliged to resign from both of 
them through Catholic political pressure. 


The Brooklyn Tablet, true to character, 
did not feel avenged until it had blackened 
and distorted his character in its issues of 
January, February and March, 1939. It made 
up and published lies to the effect that Mr. 
Fernsworth had accepted bribes from the 
Loyalist Government and that evidence of 
this fact, gathered by the British Foreign 
Office, led to his resignation from both the 
newspapers for which he worked. The 
Tablet admits that one of these articles was 
written by an American Catholic priest, 
Msgr. Joseph F. Thorning. 

The New York Times of October 3, 1942, 
printed the full retraction of the Tablet and 
added that letters from Mr. Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger, publisher of the New York 
Times and Mr. Ralph Deakin, Imperial and 
Foreign News Editor of the London Times, 
praised Mr. Fernsworth’s excellent report- 
ing and flatly denied that there was the 
slightest basis for any of the Tablet’s re 
flections on his character. 
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Mr. Fernsworth, still a Roman Catholic, 
has continued to earn the admiration of all 
unprejudiced readers by refusing in his 
recent writings to conceal the threat to 
American democracy of the Fascist teach- 
ings and designs of the Catholic church. 
He has published several articles in The 
Protestant, The Virginia Quarterly and 
other periodicals. 


We sympathize with Mr. Fernsworth in 
his failure to make his detractors pay for 
their crime. But we realize the hopeless- 
ness of one poor individual attempting to 
fight in court a multi-millionaire corpora- 
tion like the Catholic church, which evades 
its moral obligations and could continue to 
delay and appeal the case till it would die 
of old age. 


SECRET RADIOS OF PRIESTS 
AID NAZIS 


THE POST-DISPATCH of St. Louis in its 
issue of October 15, 1942, in a dispatch from 
reporter Nat A. Barrows, reveals “how the 
Spanish Falange contributes aid and com- 
fort for the Gestapo and S. S. (Elite 
Guards) inspectors and operatives.” 


Not all the pro-Axis Catholic activity in 
Latin America is handled by the Catholic- 
dominated Falange, as is shown by the fol- 
lowing excerpt from the same article in the 
Post-Dispatch: 


“Take the situation as described by Sen- 
ator Pedro Ruiz Bravo of Peru in an offi- 
cial document submitted to the Senate at 
Lima on Sept. 29. The Senator, asking 
for tighter restrictions against subversive 
activities in Peru especially against cler- 
icals, recited the records concerning sev- 
eral recent arrests. 
He made these points: 


1. A German priest in the town of 
Florianapolis was arrested when the 
police found a short-wave radio set 
operating in the cemetery vault of his 
church. 


2. Another priest of German back- 
ground was arrested after the police 
uncovered a clandestine radio under 
the high altar of his church and still 
another radio in his house at Biguashu. 


3. A third priest was taken into cus- 
tody for maintaining a secret radio set- 
up in Santa Catalina. 


As a result of such activities, said Sen- 
ator Ruiz Bravo, many ships were sunk 
off the coast of Brazil and elsewhere. 
The information he said, came from 
secret agents in Peru.” 
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A CARDINAL’S PRO-HITLERISM 


CARDINAL MACRORY of Ireland recently 
insulted American soldiers in Ireland and 
encouraged Irish Republican espionage and 
terrorism in Ulster by publicily declaring 
that even for himself he found it “exceed- 
ingly hard to be patient,” when he thought 
of “my own corner of my own country over- 
run by British and U. S. soldiers against 
the will of the nation.” 


Commenting on this belligerent state- 
ment Time magazine of October 12 says: 


“Like many another Irish [Catholic] 
leader, Cardinal MacRory has leaned so 
far backward in his effort to be neutral 
that his head sometimes seems to be in 
the Third Reich. . . since the war’s out- 
break he has reserved his most vigorous 
denunciations for the Allies.” 


“A sharp-tongued Irishman who never 
minces his words, the Cardinal has posi- 
tive dislikes—among them, Protestant- 
ism (‘the Protestant Church here and 
elsewhere is no part of the Church which 
Christ founded’) and modern civilization 


(which ‘increases the opportunity for 
sin’).” 


REPLY TO THE COMMONWEAL 
‘MANIFESTO’ 


JACQUES MARITAIN and a few other 
European intellectuals of the Catholic 
church published in the Commonweal, sev- 
eral weeks ago, a declaration of principles 
and policy regarding the present crisis of 
world democracy. Unfortunately the pri- 
vate opinion of these individuals, mostly 
laymen, has nothing to do with the long- 
established political policy of the Catholic 
church which in theory and practice is in- 
tolerant and anti-democratic. Still more un- 
fortunate, however, is the fact that this 
sincere statement by these gentlemen 
creates a deceptive screen for the real pro- 
Fascist policy of the Vatican. 


The following excerpt from a letter by 
Paul Castelar in The New Leader expresses 
our feelings in pointed fashion: 


“It is the right of all people to ask. for 
more from the signers of the Manifesto 
than their lip service to democracy and 
the war we are fighting. Words, no mat- 
ter how honeyed or soothing, have ceased 
to count in this eleventh hour of our 
struggle for survival. I am justified in 
asking whether the Manifesto can pos- 
sibly mark a sincere trend within the 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


Church or is just the left end of a pincer 
movement, capitalizing on the war spirit 
and attempting to rehabilitate the Church 
in the eyes of those people who have turn- 
ed away in disgust from the Coughlins, 
the Christian Fronts, the pattern of Cath- 
olic Action since 1919. 


“Are we to heed the words of the Mani- 
festo which shrug off anti-Semitism as 
not Catholic or shall we believe in the 
greater reality of the auto-da-fé which 
chosen representatives of the Church 
gloatingly hint in Boston, Brooklyn, and 
Royal Oak?” 


we One 


CATHOLIC OPPOSITION 
TO SECOND FRONT 


MERICANS were left guessing 
what was the object of Mr. Myron 
C. Taylor’s conferences with the pope 
and Catholic church leaders in ‘‘neu- 
tral’? Spain, Portugal and Ireland. 
The Fascist press in Italy declared it 
to be a vain attempt of the United 
States envoy to the Vatican to enlist the 
support of ‘‘American Catholics, 20,- 
000,000 strong,’’ on the side of the 
United Nations against the Axis war 
on Russia. Virginio Gayda, in his 
Giornale d’Italia of October 1, stated: 
“American Catholics, 20,000,000 strong 
in a solid bloc, are steadfastly opposed 
to the creation of a second front... 
Their attitude has been accentuated 
since the Russians joined the Allied 
Nations. The enormous sacrifice of 
American lives entailed merely to go 
to the aid of the Bolshevist power is 
something American Catholics cannot 
envisage.” 


Perhaps Mr. Taylor would have ac- 
complished more had he stayed home 
and tried to obtain a pro-Russian de- 
elaration from Catholic church leaders 
in the United States. Protestants may 
well ask why cannot the Catholic peo- 
ple in America make up their own 
minds on matters of government and 
the conduct of the war without dicta- 
tion from their church prelates, both 
here and in Rome. 


PROTESTANTS, ALERT! 


pw are multiplying that Protes- 
tants are slowly beginning to real- 
ize that defense of their Reformation 
heritage against Roman Catholic ag- 
gression is as necessary today as ever 
before. Some Protestant periodicals 
are expressing alarm that they have 
been lulled for years into a false sense 
of security regarding the church of 
Rome. They are discovering that it was 
folly on their part to have ever believed 
that the Roman Catholic church had 
really changed its aims and practices. 
Its intolerant acts in Spain and other 
fascist countries, after it had helped 
destroy their democratic governments, 
have made them stop to consider wheth- 
er religious tolerance would last even 
in America, if the Roman Catholic 
church becomes much stronger. Even 
now, these awakening Protestants are 
starting to see that non-Catholic groups 
are tolerated in America only because 
the Roman Catholic church is itself in 
the minority. 


All this is ably and dispassionately 
set forth in the esteemed Intelligencer- 
Leader, official weekly magazine of the 
Reformed Church in America, in an 
article in its July issue entitled ‘‘ Shall 
We Go On Sleeping?’’ Lack of space 
permits only the following excerpt 
from this inspiring message that should 
be read in full by everyone who values 
the work of the Reformation: 

“Is it not time that our Protestant 
churches became more alert? The 
church of Rome is still as active and 
hopeful in pushing to completion its 
dream of world dominance as it ever 
was. Its methods have been stream- 
lined to twentieth century moods and 
manners but beneath the velvet glove 
the untrimmed claws of the Inquisi- 
tion still hide. 

“The answer does not lie in counter 
persecution, preaching of intolerance, 
or practice of bigotry. Rather, let us 


become equally aggressive in the propa- 
gation of the true faith, once delivered 














to the saints. Let our printing presses 
roll, not with the dripping of the 
soothing syrup of ‘we're all brothers, 
and headed for the same place,’ but 
with the rumble and roar of a re-pre- 
sentation of the vital differences be- 
tween the preaching and practice of 
the true Christian faith and that which 
is proclaimed by the Vatican. Let our 
pulpits ring with the vital issues at 
stake between the gospel of salvation 
by grace and the papal bulls emanating 
from Rome. 


“Let our people understand the 
meaning of true Americanism and true 
Christianity, and let them realize the 
meaning and implications of the or- 
ganized church of Rome.” 


We fervently hope that this chal- 
lenge will be taken up by Protestants 
of all denominations before it is too 
late. It is to this very end that the work 
of Christ’s Mission and THe ConvERTED 
CaTHoLic MaGazIneE is exclusively de- 
voted. 
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BAPTIST MISSION WORK 
AMONG TEXAS MEXICANS 


ene and interesting facts 
were brought to light in connection 
with the Southern Baptists’ Conven- 
tion held in San Antonio, Texas, May 
12-20. For the past thirty years the 
Baptist Home Mission Board has de- 
voted much energy to the evangeliza- 
tion and social uplift of the millions 
of Mexican immigrants in the great 
Southwest. In Texas alone there are 
1,000,000 Mexicans, with 127,000 of 
these in San Antonio. Their influence 
in business and polities is considerable. 
Their children attend our public 
schools, learn to read and write Eng- 
lish and are rapidly becoming a part 
of the country and its life. 

Of the highest importance, however, 
is the Christianization of these immi- 
grant Mexican communities, for the 
value of the Mexican in our midst de- 
pends in great part on the kind of re- 
ligion he professes and practises. Like 
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other races of Latin origin and of 
Roman Catholic religion, Mexicans in 
the past were taught many superstitions 
but given little or no education in 
sound moral principles, health and hy- 
giene. 

It is not surprising that Baptist 
workers report that acceptance of Gos- 
pel teaching by Mexicans completely 
transforms their lives. They find op- 
portunity for service and self-expres- 
sion in a democratic fellowship un- 
known to them before. They no longer 
feel as strangers within our gates. Now 
more than ever, when Old Mexico has 
joined our common war effort against 
Fascism, there is greater need to cement 
the democratic ties with Americans. 

In the past few years more than 
600,000 Mexicans have returned to their 
parent country. It is to be hoped that 
what they learned in this country will 
be passed on to their fellow countrymen 
and so spread true democracy below 
the Rio Grande. Of these 600,000 it is 
known that 3,000 were Baptists con- 
verted to the evangelical faith by mis- 
sionaries of the Baptist Home Mission- 
ary Board. These can also be counted 
upon to become missionaries of the Gos- 
pel in their own country. 

Last year the Baptists in Texas 
counted 1,553 Mexican conversions, 
1,257 of whom were baptized. They 
operated 84 vacation Bible schools with 
an enrollment of 5,400. Yet this is but 
a fraction of the work still to be done. 
The Mexican mission field in our South- 
west country is wide open for the ac- 
ceptance of the Gospel. 

The Catholic church is active in its 
efforts to keep all Mexicans, on either 
side of the border, within its fold. Its 
methods, however, have not changed in 
the least. They still exclude the direct 
Gospel message, and in its stead supply 
rituals and miraculous shrines. The 
greatest hope of the Catholic church 
lies in the unlimited birth rate among 
its adherents. 
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CONVERSION OF PROMINENT ROMAN 
CATHOLIC LECTURER 


From a special bulletin issued by the National Lutheran Council on June 4 of 
this year, we are happy to summarize here the story of the conversion of Mr. 
James A. Smith, prominent Roman Catholic layman and intimate friend of the 


Bishop of Toledo, Ohio: 


OTABLE conversions of Ro- 
N man Catholics to Protestant- 
ism are never given the pub- 


licity generally accorded those 
who renounce Protestantism to become 
Roman Catholics. It is, in fact, a part 
of Catholic propaganda to make it ap- 
pear that all worthwhile conversions 
are Romeward, that the few who leave 
Roman Catholicism for Protestantism 
are a poor, ignorant lot that the Cath- 
olic church can well do without. The 
secular press aids this misconception by 
failing to make a news item of the con- 
version of a Roman Catholic priest or 
prominent layman to Protestantism. 


An instance of this was the failure of 
the press to record the fact that Mr. 
James A. Smith, who had lectured and 
worked in behalf of the Roman Catholic 
church in 46 states, was received into 
membership of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Chureh of Toledo, Ohio, on Sunday, 
May 24. With him were fifty others, 
seven of whom were also former Roman 
Catholies. For ten years previous to his 
conversion, Mr. Smith had served at 
Holy Rosary Cathedral in Toledo, lec- 
turing daily on the art of the Cathedral 
and its symbolism. He was a personal 
friend of the Bishop of Toledo. 


In a lengthy statement prepared at 
the request of Rev. Dr. S. C. Michel- 
felder, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
Mr. Smith gives the reasons why he re- 


nounced the religion of the church of 
Rome. Some of these reasons are sum- 
marized as follows: 


1. His discovery of the Roman church 
as a system noted for ‘‘the absence of 
a true divine character with little ac- 
tive interest directed toward the salva- 
tion of men’s souls.’’ 


2. His conviction that the Roman 
church is ‘‘a unique system of totali- 
tarian government, far removed from 
the Kingdom of God;’’ and that ‘‘the 
Roman church’s boast about the demo- 
eratic way of life is mere pretense and 
hypocrisy.’’ 


3. His conclusion that ‘‘Rome’s pre- 
posterous method of deciding truth by 
a purely human authority, and in many 
instances a very immoral character, 
made the pope an imposter.’’ 


4. His study of Catholic doctrine: 
“This study from Catholic sources 
opened up an ever-widening avenue of 
information centering on the wrong 
use of commanding power through the 
agencies of ecclesiastical office.’’ 


Of interest is Mr. Smith’s formal re- 
signation to the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Toledo, who had been his life-long 
friend. In his letter he gives factual 
and scriptural reasons for repudiating 
papal power, the priesthood and Rome’s 
political theory. Worthy of full quota- 
tion is his repudiation of the Roman 
priesthood as follows : 





om Se ae, 








“The priesthood of the Roman Church 
has become abhorrent to me, for it stands 
between the soul and the great High 
Priest of our salvation, Jesus Christ. I 
want no priest because I need no priest to 
offer for me the sacrifice of the mass or 
any other. The apostle whom the Roman 
Church slanders by putting him at the 
head of the popes, Peter, teaches the ut- 
ter and everlasting sufficiency of the sac- 
rifice of Jesus Christ when he writes: 
‘Who his own self bare our sins in His 
own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness; 
by whose stripes ye are healed.’ By pre- 
tending to be a power even in the king- 
dom of the dead, in that the mass he reads 
is purported to be an emollient for purga- 
torial suffering in which the Roman 
Church trusts as a cleansing force rather 
than in the blood of Christ, the priest 
has, through the centuries of his history 
frequently been an agent of deception and 
exploitation, turning to account the fear 
and love of his parishioners to wield 
power and to gain wealth. The pastor of 
the Cathedral parish is guilty of this of- 
fense, a record of which is to be found in 
many copies of the weekly announce- 
ments. The wealth in land possessed by 
the Medieval Church is also an adequate 
evidence of the sinister character of the 
mass as an instrument of exploitation. 


“One saved by grace through faith in the 
cleansing blood of Christ needs no priest. 
He is himself a priest, with himself as an 
offering of gratitude, upon the altar of 
Christ. Again I quote Peter in the prem- 
ises: ‘Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a peculiar people; that ye 
should show forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.’ (I Peter 2:9)” 


He sincerely declares that the sole 
motive underlying his repudiation of 
the church of Rome is activated by his 
desire ‘‘to be loyal to Jesus Christ.’’ 
He makes clear to the bishop the sever- 
ance of his connection with everything 
in the Roman Catholic chureh as fol- 
lows : 


“The purpose of this letter, Sir, is to 
impart to you the information that, 
when it shall have been received by 
you, my connection with the Roman 
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church has come to an end. Let me as- 
sure you that the step I have taken is 
due neither to a sudden impulse, nor 
to any advantage that severance from 
Rome might bring. This decision is 
the result of long deliberation and firm, 
unalterable conviction based upon God’s 
Holy Word, coupled with my experi- 
ence while a member of the Roman 
fold.” P 


Dr. Michelfelder reports that Mr. 
Smith is now ready to devote the rest 
of his life to helping others ‘‘find the 
light that he has found.’’ He is pre- 
pared to meet any individual who 
might wish to question him concerning 
the step he has taken. He is also will- 
ing to address any group which might 
like to hear him. He is now a communi- 
eant of St. Paul’s Church, the largest 
Protestant church in Toledo and with 
the largest congregation of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran church. 


We rejoice to be able to help make 
known such wonderful testimonies 
through THe CoNnveRTED CATHOLIC 
Maeaztng, and trust that they may en. 
courage and edify many who shall read 
them. 


U. S. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 


ACCORDING to Information Ser- 
vice, the official weekly publication 
of the Federal Council of Churches, 
the total membership in the 
churches of the United States is 
64,156,895. Of these church mem- 
bers, 52,379,597 are more than 


13 years old. The total number of 


churches in this country is 248,- 
410. There are 200 religious 
bodies. However, 97.3% of church 
members are identified with the 
50 largest bodies, all with member- 
ship of 50,000 or over. The 150 
smaller bodies include only 2.7% 
of the total membership. In 1937 
church membershipincreased twice 
as fast as the population. 
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CHRIST'S MISSION NOTES 


OUR T. C. MARSHALL PASSES AWAY 


ETROPOLITAN New York news- 

papers were generous in giving 
much space in praise of Thomas Charles 
Marshall who passed away in Jersey 
City on October 8, at the ripe old age 
of 88 years. Much was made of the fact 
that Mr. Marshall was one-time secre- 
tary to General William Booth, found- 
er of the Salvation Army, and that he 
was credited with the authorship of 448 
hymns and songs. Nothing, of course, 
was mentioned about his connection 
with Christ’s Mission for nearly half a 
century, or THE CoNvVERTED CATHOLIC 
MaGaZINE, of which he was editor be- 
fore its temporary suspension in 1928. 


Mr. Marshall was born in London 
and came to this country in 1873 at the 
age of 19. In 1878 he entered the Brit- 
ish Imperial Customs Service in Shang- 
hai, China, and two years later became 
a reporter for the North China Daily 
News. In 1882 he returned to England, 
where he became editor of The War 
Cry, official publication of the Salva- 
tion Army. As the personal secretary 
of General Booth, he travelled exten- 
sively with the evangelist on his speak- 
ing tours. After his return to this coun- 
try in 1889 he was a leading spirit in 
the ‘‘Battle of Jersey City,’’ in which 
the Salvation Army established its 
right to hold street meetings without 
police permits. This was the time when 
the Salvation Army, in England and 
America, was regarded and treated 
much as Jehovah’s Witnesses are today. 
Roman Catholics were incited to mob 
violence against its publie speakers. 

Mr. Marshall was married in London 
in 1882 to the former Miss Annie Sum- 
mers, a descendant of John Milton, the 
poet, the ceremony being performed by 
General Booth. Mrs. Marshall died in 


Jersey City a few years ago. They had 
three sons and four daughters, all of 
whom are still living. 

Mr. Marshall was a close friend and 
collaborator of Father O’Connor, the 
founder of Christ’s Mission. He was an 
inspiration to the hundreds of former 
Catholic priests: who have been helped 
by the Mission since its establishment 
more than fifty years ago. After the un- 
timely death of Father O’Connor in 
1911, Mr. Marshall guided the destinies 
of the Mission and helped to continue 
the publication of THe CoNnverRTEp 
CaTHoLic MaGaziIne; he remained a 
member of its board of trustees till the 
time of his death. 

He was a link between the Mission’s 
founder and its present group of for- 
mer priests who are still carrying for- 
ward the work so ably begun by Father 
O’Connor. Poor in this world’s goods, 
he always possessed a remarkably in- 
spiring faith in the promises of his Re- 
deemer. His opposition to the religious 
deceptions of the teachings and prac- 
tices of the church of Rome was equally 
strong. Nor did he ever lack the cour- 
age to bear witness to both. No one 
who knew him could fail to attribute to 
his firm faith in Jesus Christ the re- 
markable spiritual vigor, mental alert- 
ness and sound bodily health which he 
retained till the day of his death. To 
him, as it should be to all of us, death is 
but a continuation of everlasting life 
begun here on earth. 


--Or- 


A CHRIST’S MISSION IN MONTREAL 


NE of our former priests in Mon- 
treal writes to tell us that the 
French-speaking Protestant ministers 
there ‘‘are studying the question of 
founding an association simliar to yours 
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to help former priests after they resign 
from the Roman priesthood.’’ 


There is no place better suited to such 
a work and our prayers and good wishes 
go out to those who are engaged in the 
project. There are several former Ro- 
man Catholic priests in Montreal who 
have fellowship with us at Christ’s 
Mission. 

ooQos 


DR. MURPHY AT TORONTO 


MMENSE CROWDS flocked to hear 

our Dr. J. J. Murphy in Toronto 
during a four-day speaking engage- 
ment from October 4th to 7th. The 
principal event at which he spoke was 
the first anniversary celebration of The 
Canadian Protestant League held in 
Massey Hall on Tuesday, October 6th. 
Two overflow meetings were necessary 
to accommodate the more than six 
thousand people who came to hear Dr. 
Murphy. He also spoke at Knox Pres- 
byterian Church the previous Sunday 
morning and at Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church Sunday evening. So great were 
the crowds that came to Jarvis Street 
Church that evening that two overflow 
meetings were also necessary that night, 
and an emergency meeting was held on 
Monday evening for those who were 
turned away. 


Summing up the events of those three 
days, The Gospel Witness of October 8, 
declared : 


“From the account elsewhere, it will 
be seen that Dr. Murphy addressed— 
that is, was heard by—not less than ten 
thousand people Sunday and Tuesday; 
and we are certain that at least thir- 
teen to fourteen thousand tried to hear 
him. It is not often that such floods of 
humanity inundate a building for a re- 
ligious service. Nor is it often that a 
speaker, asked to give one address on 
a particular occasion, is required to 
give three in order that the eager mul- 
titudes may hear his message. But that 
is what happened on two occasions, 
Sunday and Tuesday.” 
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Dr. Murphy was also a guest speaker 
at the opening of the Convention of the 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches in 
Toronto on October 7th. 


All these meetings were widely ad- 
vertised, and at great expense. Yet, the 
Toronto Telegram alone gave them a 
column write-up. ‘‘Surely,’’ says The 
Gospel Witness, ‘‘any man or move- 
ment that, in two days, can attract a 
company of fourteen thousand people, 
and be heard by ten thousand of them, 
is what newspapers call ‘news.’ This 
silence of newspapers about matters not 
agreeable to the Catholic church was 
stressed by Dr. Murphy in his talks.’’ 
The people who heard him had confir- 
mation of it from the imposed silence of 
their city’s newspapers. 


The many blessings that came of the 
meetings addressed by Dr. Murphy 
should cause much rejoicing. They are 
not intended to cause any antagonism 
with Roman Catholics, but to uphold 
and spread the truth that makes men 
free. 

~~ 


REFORMATION DAY 


SEVERAL of our former priests were 
in Philadelphia on Sunday, Oct. 25, and 
spoke to a total of ten different gather- 
ings there. The celebrations, in memory 
of the 425th anniversary of the Refor- 
mation, were sponsored by the Rev. 
Joseph Sproule, pastor of the Seventh 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 


“~-Or- 


A SPECIAL memorial meeting was 
held at Christ’s Mission, Sunday after- 
noon, November 1, for our late Brother 
T. C. Marshall. Speakers for the occa- 
sion were: Rev. Dr. O. M. Voorhees, 
Rev. A. Caliandro, and Rev. L. H. Leh- 


mann. 
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About Books 


DEMOCRACY’S DEBT TO THE BIBLE 


AMERICAN DESTINY, A Faith for Amer- 
ica, by A. Powell Davies, Boston, The Beac- 
on Press; 120 pages. Price $1.50. 


HERE is a book that calls for an affirmative 
faith to make a new world America can 
live in; in order to carry the American Re- 
volution to its logical conclusion—a faith 
not only for Americans but for the whole 
world. The author holds that we are not 
Americans just because we live within the 
borders of the United States, but rather be- 
cause of the heritage of faith handed down 
to us from Reformation times, which can 
give the world the unity it needs. 


It is heartening to note that the author 
proves and confirms a fact that Americans 
cannot stress too much, namely, that free- 
dom, democracy and what we call our Amer- 
ican way of life, are rooted in the Protes- 
tant Reformation, in particular by the giv- 
ing of the Bible to the people. He puts it as 
follows (page 46): 


“But it can best be seen, in its prelim- 
inary stages, in the outcome of a much 
too narrowly interpreted event. This 
was the translation of the Bible, in 
England, into English, which, in its 
consequence though not in its inten- 
tion, was an act of social revolution. 
The stormy narrative of its achieve- 
ment is long and full of bitter persecu- 
tions. But when, by the end of the six- 
teenth century, a printed English Bible 
could be bought by all who had the 
price, and borrowed by others eager 
enough to read it, democracy itself 
was firmly on its way. 


“This may seem surp to those 
who have never viewed the facts under 
this aspect. The connection, however, 
is very simple. When men had won the 
right to go directly to the source book 
of their faith and practice, and deter- 
mine, each in the light of his own con- 
science, how it should be read, they 


had won by inference every lesser right, 
liberty to establish 

authoritarian intervention, 

what their relation to God should be, 
they were likewise free to establish for 


their own religion by individual, un. 
impeded access to its sacred book, they 
could determine their own governme 
too, for the greater included the less. 


“By appeal to the Bible and to lib 
erty of conscience in expounding = 
they could repudiate 
churches, whether Catholic or national, 
and they did. A man belonged to his 
God and to himself, not to the hier 
archy or the king; churches and gov 
ernments could serve him but not pos 
sess him, and it was his natural priv- 
ilege to choose his own. If men were 
free in religion, they were free in poli- 
tics, free in every way they wanted to 
be free; free, not because a monarch 
or a priest was pleased to grant it so, 
but free because they were men, free 
because it was a natural, human right 
to be free.” 


This is but a sample of many fine pas- 
sages in this book, which could well be read 
and read again and committed to memory 
by all true Americans. 


Ministers of the Gospel would do well to 
preach and broadcast such facts. By doing 
so they will best contribute to defense of 
democracy and true Christianity. Since 
they place all their hopes, in this world and 
the next, upon free Bible teaching, they 
should not be afraid to proclaim boldly de 
mocracy’s debt to the Bible. 


This book is recommended to both Cath- 
olics and Protestants as well as to Jews. It 
is particularly hoped that Catholics in 
America will read it and take it to heart. 
Their church leaders, of course, will not 
like it. It is the direct antithesis to Thomas 
F. Woodlock’s Jesuitical work The Catholic 
Pattern reviewed in a recent issue of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, and is 
as fine an answer to it as could be had. It 
proves that the “Protestant pattern” is the 
right one, for it is truly American and 
Christlike. 

L. H. L. 


IN YOUR CHRISTMAS GIVING — REMEMBER OUR WORK 
FOR FORMER PRIESTS AT CHRIST’S MISSION 
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 


INCREASING COSTS make it im- 
possible to continue your subscrip- 
tion after month of expiration. 


Look each month for ADVANCE 
notice of expiration in box on the 
last page. Be prompt in renewing— 
save us time and money. 


DEMOCRACY A SPIRITUAL POWER 


“LIKE many other Americans of free, un- 
muzzled thought and good will to all, re- 
gardless of church affiliation, I have come 
to believe that democracy is as much a 
spiritual as a political system. It is in es- 
sence of the New World, not the Old 
World. It is modern, not medieval. It can- 
not progress in union with a medieval 
system of religion like the Roman Catho- 
lie church. 


“In that spirit and with this motivating 
idea, I most heartily commend the work 
you are doing.” 


B. D. A., St. Lowis, Mo. 


THE OLD ACCUSATION 


THE FOLLOWING, typical of what is 
taught unsuspecting Roman Catholics 
about former priests, was addressed to 
our Dr. Murphy after his return from his 
recent speaking engagement at Toronto: 


“Dear Mr. Murphy: 


I want to congratulate you. You can 
strike a better bargain than Judas 
Iscariot when he sold his God for only 
thirty pieces of silver. One advantage 
Judas had over you when he sold his 
Master, he did not go back with the 
band of thugs and soul-destroyers .. . 
Iam pleased to know that all the clowns 
are not in the circus. Jarvis Street Bap- 
tists have proved that to be a mistaken 
idea on our part. One is learning every 
day, so we can pass this fact on to our 
grandchildren. 


—Sarah J. Gallagher.” 


SLUMBERING PROTESTANTS 


“IT IS a great pity that you are so alone 
in bringing before the Protestant world 
the dangers which threaten it from the 
Roman church. It takes courage to tell 
the truth about the Catholic hierarchy, 
entrenched as it is with money and power, 
and skilled in craft, secret means of ven- 
geance and with a multitude of ‘fronts’ 
to carry out its commands. Most unhap- 
pily, it is fast gaining ground in Wash- 
ington. The announcement of financial 
aid to the fascist governments of Spain, 
Vichy France, and the Catholic ideal state 
of Portugal, is obnoxious, and the ques- 
tion may be asked: Why not some influ- 
ential Protestant voices to protest it! 


“Too long have Protestants slumbered 
in a dream world where everything seems 
well as far as the Roman Catholic church 
is concerned. But the Catholic hierarchy 
has taken advantage of that long slumber 
to grasp more and more power. In the 
United States it has grown stronger and 
more insolent than ever, and still Protes- 
tants seem to be unaware of it .. . Per- 
haps, I hope soon, the voices of influential 
Protestants like yours will be heard, and 
something will be done to save Protestant- 
ism here and everywhere, to the greater 
glory of God and the continued betterment 
of mankind.” 


M. B. 8., San Francisco, Cal. 


Subscribe to The Converted Catho- 
lic Magazine for Protestant ministers 
in your locality. They can use its in- 
formation to best advantage. Many 
of them cannot afford the dollar from 
their small incomes. 


Miss Marcella Chandler, daughter of U. 
S. Senator Chandler of Kentucky, was mar- 
ried in late September to Captain John P. 
Gregg, in the presence of a Catholic priest. 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


YOU should notify us in advance of 
any change of address, as the post 
office will not forward our magazine 
to you even if you leave a forwarding 
address. Your compliance in this mat- 
ter will save delay and expensc. 
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QUESTION BOX 


Q. The Roman Catholic church teaches 
that the Virgin Mary is the ‘Mother of 
God.’ How can this be so?—wW. B. C., 
Brookdale, Mass. 


A. By no stretch of the imagination 
ean Mary be rightly called the “Mother” of 
God, since God is pure spirit and uncaused. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was no super- 
human creature and came to be worshipped 
by Roman Catholics merely through the 
human evolution of superlative titles given 
her because of the fact that she bore the 
saviour of mankind. The Christians of the 
early church called her Theotokos, which 
means “God-bearer,” which later was trans- 
lated into “Mother of God,” which is absurd 
and even blasphemous. Mary herself would 
be the first to protest against it. 


Q. Catholics say they do not “‘worship” 
the Virgin Mary, but only pray to her. Is 
this true?—T. J., Sumter, S. C. 


A. As to the ‘“‘worship’” of Mary in the 
church of Rome: the theologians distin- 
guish three kinds of worship: Latria for 
God; Hyper-Dulia for Mary, and plain 
Dulia for the saints and their images. But 
this word dulia comes from the Greek 
douleuein, which means to give service or 
homage. It is used, in the Gospels in con- 
nection with the worship of God himself, as 
for instance in Matt. 6:24: “You cannot 
serve (doulewein) God and mammon.” The 
Hyper-Dulia given to Mary means the high- 
est form of this kind of worship. 


Q. What is the real meaning of the 
“Immaculate Conception”? A Catholic 
told me recently I had it wrong.—F. K., 
—F. K., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A. Most likely you confused the “Im- 
maculate Conception” of the Virgin Mary 
with the virgin birth of Christ. Many Prot- 
estants, and even Roman Catholics, think 
they are the same. The doctrine of the “Im- 
maculate Conception” of the Virgin Mary 
does not mean that she was virginally con- 
ceived as was Jesus Christ. It means that 


she was born (of a human father 
mother) without the stain of original s' 
and therefore never needed baptism. 


—O-- 


LIBEL REFUTED 


“OUR SUNDAY VISITOR” 
circulated Catholic newspaper for popu 
consumption among the ordinary Catho 
people. Recently its editor subscribed 
our magazine, and we took the occasion 
call his attention to defamatory remar 
once made by his periodical concerning 
THE CONVERTED CaTHOLIC Magazine. 
wrote him as follows: . 


“The Editor, . 
Our Sunday Visitor, ; 
Huntington, Ind. 


“Dear Sir: - 


“This is to welcome you as a subscriber 
to THe ConverTep CATHOLIC Magazine. 


“May I take this opportunity of cal 
your attention to Our Sunday Visitor 
Oct. 4, 1941, in which you state some v 
uncomplimentary things about a Rev. 
J. King, calling him a ‘fakir’ and ‘immo 
and that he claims to be an ex-priest. 


“How true these things are I do not know. 
But what is most unfair to us is that you 
then proceed to state: ‘Today King pub 
lishes a periodical entitled The Converted 
Catholic.’ Mr. L. J. King has never had any 
connection with our magazine, which is 
edited by a group of genuine former Cath 
olic priests. It is part of our work of teach- 
ing and preaching the truth as we now see 
it, by the same right as we formerly taught 
and preached the doctrines imposed on 
by the church of Rome. How honestly oi 
fairly we do so, a glance through our mage 
zine will prove. 


“Don’t you think it only fair to retract 
in your columns the above defamation of 
us in your issue of Oct..4, 1941? We trust 
that you will do so. 


Yours sincerely, 
Leo H, Lehmann.” 


No retraction has been made and n0 
reply received to the above protest. 
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